
I IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA 
StreetAddress: 5 0 3  w e s t  Main  s t r e e t  

Map and Parcel: 3 2 - 1 7 5  

Census Track & Block: 1 - 3 0 8  

Present Owner: Timothy Rei l ly  
Address: 5 0 3  W .  Maln s t r e e t  

Present Use: B e a u t y  S c h o o l  

Original Owner: J. D .  P ~ X ~ O T I  

Original Use: R e s i d e n c e  

I 
H i s t o r i c  Name: P a x t o n  P l a c e  

Date/Period: c i r .  1 8 2 4  

Style: F e d e r a l  

Height to Cornice: 
Height i n  Stories: 2 112 

Present Zoning: B - 3  

L a n d  Area ( s q . f t . 1 :  5 2  x 210 

Assessed Value (land + imp. ) :  93r;-r,  + 2.1 3 0  = 1 1 ,  8 3 0  

- -  - ~ 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

T h i s  F e d e r a l  d e t a c h e ?  5 o u s e  o n c e  s t o o d  o n  s p a c i o u s  g r o u n d s  o n  t h e  r u r a l  r o a d  t h a t  l i n k e ' d  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h e  d o w n t - x n  a r e a .  I t  i s  a v e r y  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  C h a r l o t t e s -  
v i l l e  a r o u n d  1 8 2 5  a n d  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  f o r m  t o  t h e  L i v e r s  H o u s e  a t  1 2 1 1  W .  Main  S t .  T h e  t w o  s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e  i s  l a i d  w i t h  a F l e m i s h  b o n d  f r o n t  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  m o u s e - t o o t h  b r i c k  
c o r n i c e .  T h e  t w o  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y s  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  by a c u r t a i n ,  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  T h e  l u n e t t e  window i n  t h e  g a r r e t  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  w a l l  i s  
i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  a t  1 2 1 1  W. M a i n .  T h e  t r i a n g u l a r  wooden  d o o r  a n d  window p e d i m e n t s  a r e  v e r y  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  a t  t h e  C a r t e r - G i l m e r  H o u s e .  I t s  p l a n  i s  u n u s u a l  i n  t h a t  i t  w a s  a s i d e  h a l l  a n d  
t h r e e  r o o m s  d e e p  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  d e e p ,  s h a l l o w  p i t c h e d  r o o f  f o r m  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  s p a c i o u s  
g a r r e t  r o o m s .  E x c e p t  f o r  window a n d  d o o r  a r c h i t r a v e s ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d .  A 
h a n d s o m e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r : ?  2 r c s s e d  t i n  c e i l i n g  i s  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l .  
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HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 

A l e x a n d e r  r e p o r t e d  a " h a n d s o m e  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e  owned a n d  o c c u p i e d  b y  J o h n  C .  Wood,  w i t h  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  f l o w e r  g a r d e n  a r o u n d  i t ,  w a s ,  we l e a r n e d ,  b u i l t  by  a P r e s b y t e r i a n  c l e r g y m a n ,  when  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w a s  b e i n g  e r e c t e d ,  b y  t h e  name o f  P a x t o n " .  P a x t o n  b o u g h t  3 3  a c r e s  i n  1 8 2 4  f o r  
$ 3 . 0 3 5  f r o m  J o h n  K e l l y ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  t h e  h o u s e  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  I n  1 8 5 4 ,  J .  D .  P a x t o n  
s o l d  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  1 - 1 / 2  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  t o  M e l i n d a  D i g g e s  (ACDB 5 2 - 3 8 5 ) .  I n  1 8 6 8  Mrs. J o h n  C. 
Wood p u r c h a s e d  i t  f r o m  Mrs. D i g g e s ,  a n d  t h e  d e e d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a s  t h e  " P a x t o n  P l a c e " ,  
(ACDB 6 3 - 5 2 9 ) .  T h e  h o u s e  h a s  h a d  many o w n e r s  a n d  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  S h i s l e r  F u n e r a l  Home a n d  
t h e  L o y a l  O r d e r  o f  Moose L o d g e .  I n  1 9 6 0  t h e  p r e s e n t  o w n e r  Thomas W a t s o n  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  

SIGNIFICANCE 
This i s  a f i n e  example of  the Federal s t y l e  popular  in the e a r l y  19th cen tury .  There a r e  many s i m i l a r i t i e s  
between t h i s  house and the  one a t  1211 West Main. 

1 CONDITIONS SOURCES 

Good A l e x a n d e r ,  R e c c l l e c t i o n s .  p .  1 0 8  


